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1.1 Pentlands to Portobello Walking / Cycling Route 
Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust (ELGT) invited Ironside Farrar to 

undertake a feasibility study to establish a strategic route from the foot of the 

Pentland Hills to Portobello, enabling mainly off-road active travel opportunities 

from the City to the countryside. The development of the project was initiated by 

an idea tabled by the Friends of Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park and other local 

stakeholder groups.  

 

In June 2015, the City of Edinburgh Council Transport and Environment 

Committee approved the following motion put forward by Councillor Robson.  
 

The ñCommittee welcomes the proposal by Friends of Burdiehouse Burn Valley 

Park to create a joined-up cycle path and walkway from the Pentlands to 

Portobello drawing inspiration from the Water of Leith Walkway.  Discussions on 

proposals for housing at Moredun and Burdiehouse within the Local 

Development Plan prompted the Friends Group to look at the opportunity to 

create new links and public spaces along the burn that runs through the park and 

on to Portobello. Committee notes the positive initial interest in the initiative from 

local ward councillors, Edinburgh and Lothians Greenspace Trust, Portobello 

Community Council and Spokes.ò  

 

1.2 The Opportunity 
Creating places and green networks where local and long distance journeys are 

facilitated on foot, by bike or scooter encourages active travel and healthier 

lifestyles.  This will secure many outcomes including: supporting health and well-

being, environmental quality, social inclusion, place-making, safe communities 

and increased economic activity. National policy advocates investment in active 

travel (walking and cycling) and seeks to reduce dependency on carbon intensive 

travel modes, reflecting the multiple benefits it brings to society.  

 

ELGT has the opportunity to take a strategic lead in promoting active travel by  

strengthening a strategic path route through South East Edinburgh, providing an 

enhanced local path network and a long distance cycle route. 

1.3 Vision for the Pentlands to Portobello Route  
The Pentlands to Portobello route will involve the connection, branding and 

promotion of a long distance walking / cycling route from the foot of the 

Pentland Hills to the start of the Portobello Promenade, enabling people to travel 

off road and along quieter road routes from the city to the countryside and vice 

versa. The project aims to link existing sections of green spaces and paths, to 

create a largely off-road route through the green corridors of the south east of the 

city, as part of the wider active travel network around Edinburgh.  

 

The Pentlands to Portobello walking / cycling route starts at the foot of the 

Pentland Hills, joins the Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park, passes through Liberton 

and Gilmerton, passes the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary before joining the paths 

through Hunterôs Hall Park, through Niddrie and Greendykes before travelling 

along the Brunstane Burn and arriving at the North Sea at Joppa.  

Providing this key path link between the Pentlands and Portobello will enable 

cycle commuters, leisure cyclists and people making local short journeys to opt 

for a safer, more convenient route to work and school, between community hubs 

and to access the local path network. The route will also provide a strategic  

tourist cycle route in conjunction with the wider cycle network.    

1.0 Introduction 

Pentlands to Portobello Walking / Cycling Route 

The overall aim of the path route is two-fold: to create a strategic long distance 

direct route from the Pentlands to Portobello; and enhanced connections to local 

community hubs to encourage greater use of the open spaces and local path 

network.  
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1.4 Benefits of the Strategic & Local Path Route  
This is an exciting initiative with the prospect of improving the health and 

wellbeing of local people, whilst connecting communities, improving active travel 

in the city and enhancing tourism in the area by making it easier for people to 

explore the city. 

 

The benefits that active travel can bring include1: 

 

¶ Better health ï active travel is a simple, low cost and effective way to 

incorporate physical activity into daily life. 

¶ Better road safety ï there is evidence of a ósafety in numbersô effect for 

cycling. More cycling means safer cycling. 

¶ A better environment ï active travel can replace many short car journeys 

reducing traffic, air pollution, noise and the visual impact of traffic in urban 

areas together with contributing to the reduction of greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

¶ Benefits to businesses ï people who travel on foot or by bike tend to be 

healthier, be absent less often and more productive. 

¶ Wider economic benefits ï walking and cycling make very efficient use of 

road space, so helping to reduce congestion. Good environments for 

walking can also encourage people to linger and spend more. 

¶ Social benefits ï when people walk and cycle around their neighbourhood 

they are much more likely to meet and interact, creating community 

cohesion. People walking and cycling provide ósocial supervisionô helping 

make our streets safer places to be. 

¶ Improved quality of life ï the combined benefits of more people getting 

about on foot and by bike add together to give a better overall quality of 

urban life.  
  

 (Active Travel Action Plan, CEC 2016) 

1.5 The Study 
The Pentlands to Portobello Feasibility Study aimed to deliver the following tasks: 

 

¶ Targeted stakeholder and community engagement 

¶ Options appraisal  

¶ Feasibility and concept design 

¶ Investigations and surveys 

¶ Preliminary designs 

 

The outputs from the project will be used to apply for future funding for the 

delivery of the Pentlands to Portobello route. This report sets out the findings of 

the feasibility study. 

 

NCN 1 Cycle Path 
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2.1 National Policy 
Active travel offers a key mechanism to promote sustainable choices for 

communities with strong economic, social, health and environmental outcomes. 

National policy advocates investment in active travel (walking and cycling) and 

seeks to reduce dependency on carbon intensive travel modes, reflecting the 

multiple benefits it brings to society. The path initiative is in line with National and 

Regional policy: 

 

 
 

Creating places and communities where active travel is a travel option of choice 

secures many outcomes. These support health and well-being, environmental 

quality, social inclusion, placemaking, safe communities and increased economic 

activity. The vision of Scotlandôs National Walking Strategy is: 

 

 
The overall aim of recent policy drivers is to encourage and enable people to 

choose to travel in ways that benefit their health and the environment. These 

aspirations have resulted in the creation of a Central Scotland Green Network 

(CSGN). CSGN aspires to:  

 

 
 

The vision contained in the Cycling Action Plan for Scotland is that by 2020, 

10% of everyday journeys taken in Scotland will be by bike.2 

ñA Scotland where everyone benefits from walking as part of their everyday 

journeys, enjoys walking in the outdoors and where places are well designed to 

encourage walking.ò 3 

ñDevelop foot & cycle networks as part of a more sustainable transport networkò 

and ñexpand recreational opportunities close to population centres, encouraging 

active travel and healthier lifestylesò. 

 

2.2 City of Edinburgh Council Active Travel Policy  
Active travel is at the heart of the Councilôs Transport 2030 Vision and its Local 

Transport Strategy 2014-19 (LTS), as well as the Road Safety Plan for Edinburgh 

to 2020. It can make a big contribution to many Single Outcome Agreement 

(SOA) objectives including health, the environment and economic development. 

Active Travel will also directly contribute to the targets set out in the Cycling 

Action Plan for Scotland and the National Walking Strategy. 

 

 

Active travel has huge potential in Edinburgh. Perhaps the most striking evidence 

of this is the high proportion of trips that are less than 5km (3 miles) long. Around 

three quarters of all journeys in the city are in this distance bracket, a distance 

ideal for walking and cycling. Furthermore, all public transport trips involve an 

active travel component. 

Transport 2030 overall vision: 

óBy 2030, to make Edinburghôs transport system one of the most 

environmentally friendly, healthiest and most accessible in northern Europe.ô 

1 Active Travel Action Plan, CEC (2016) 
2 Cycling Action Plan for Scotland (2013) 
3 Letôs Get Scotland Walking (2014) 

2.0 Policy Context 
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John Muir Way 
National Cycle Network Route 1 

2.3 Strategic Walking / Cycle Networks 
Part of the Pentlands to Portobello Walking / Cycling Route runs along the John 

Muir Way, which is a long distance strategic coast to coast path route designated 

in 2010. The section of the proposed route runs from Eastfield (A199), along the 

Brunstane Burn path, and along the open space at Bingham to the west, to the 

Bingham tunnel.  

 

The path route also follows part of the National Cycle Network 1, between 

Brunstane Station and Bingham tunnel to the west.  

Brunstane Burn Path Jewel Park 
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2.4 Desk Study Review  
The project builds upon the findings of previous studies and has been progressed 

in conjunction with the following strategies, and in accordance with the objectives 

of the Sustrans Scotland Community Links programme: 

 

¶ Green Infrastructure Strategies  

¶ Edinburgh Active Travel Action Plan 2016 

¶ Edinburgh Local Development Plan 

¶ Edinburgh Core Paths Plan  

¶ SESplan Cycling Networks 

¶ Edinburgh Open Space Strategy 

¶ Conservation Area and Listed Buildings database 

 

The information received from CEC and stakeholders, along with the CEC Local 

Development Plan maps, policies and Action Plans were reviewed. Future 

planned developments, path upgrades, open space enhancements, Conservation 

Areas and Listed Buildings along the proposed route informed the desk study 

and options appraisal.  

 

A number of meetings with the Client Group / stakeholder representatives took 

place in the initial stages of the project, with the purpose of gathering technical 

and background information. These meetings also provided an overview of the 

work done to date, consultations undertaken, on or off-road options, constraints 

and local concerns. Meetings included the following CEC departments: Planning 

Department / Planning Portal; Active Travel Team; North East and South East 

Locality teams; Access Officers; and Parks, Greenspace and Cemeteries 

Section. Contact was also made with Midlothian Council Active Travel Officers to 

discuss the section of the route bordering Midlothian. 
Spokes Map of Edinburgh 
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